Our Lady and St Joseph Catholic Church
Priory Road, Alcester. B49 5DY

Parish priest: The Rt Reverend Geoffrey Scott, Abbot of Lindisfarne
Phone: 01789 762573

email: olasj.alcester@rcaob.org.uk
Website: www.catholicchurchalcester.org.uk
13t September 2026 Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Parish Mass Book page 128 08:30 Mass: Giloria: 9 Credo: 11 Sanctus: 16
10:30 Mass: Gloria: 208 Credo: 11 Sanctus: 213

Unless otherwise stated the second collection is for the Parish Development Fund (PDF)

Masses This week:
e Monday 14", Friday 18™, Saturday 19"" NO MASS (Also no morning prayer or walking Rosary)
e Sunday 08:30am and 10:30am

Feast Days and Saints’ Days: The Pope's Prayer Intention for September: For the care
e Mon. Exaltation of the Holy Cross | of water. Let us pray for a just and sustainable management
e Tue. Our Lady of Sorrows of water, a vital resource, so that everyone may have equal
e Wed. SS Cornelius & Cyprian access to it.

IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY Should there be a fire or other emergency please follow the
instructions from the Stewards. Leave using the nearest exit and assemble by the Fire Assembly point by
the fence next to the Priory Tuery.

200 Club The winners of the August 200 Club draw were:

1st Prize (£75) - S Hawkyard 2nd Prize (£50) - P Mitchell 3rd Prize (£25) - C Brewster
Thank you to everyone for your continued support for the 200 Club. if you would like to join the 200 Club or
take out any more numbers, please contact Chris Ryde or James Lloyd.

Education Sunday - An Invitation from Archbishop Bernard Longley

Today we give thanks for the gift of Catholic education. Our schools have a mission to form Christ-centred
pilgrims of hope, with kind hearts, questioning minds, a thirst for knowledge and a hunger for justice.

There is a real need for more foundation directors and governors to help guide our schools and keep Christ
at the heart of their mission. This is not simply an administrative role; it is a true vocation and a practical
way to serve Christ and His Church.

If you are a practising Catholic, committed to our mission, and willing to share your time, skills and faith,
you can make a lasting difference for thousands of children and young people. No prior experience is
required, as full training and support are provided.

God’s unconditional love and readiness to forgive our sins remind us that service is not always easy, but it
is always fruitful when rooted in love. Please speak to your parish priest or visit the Diocesan Education
Service website for further details and to complete an online application

form.: https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/news/could-you-be-a-foundation-governor-or-director-at-your-
local-catholic-school and https://www.bdes.org.uk/governor-online-application-forms.html.

Children’s Liturgy next takes place on Sunday 20" September during 10:30am Mass, and on the first and
third Sundays of each month — exceptions will be notified in the bulletin and parish website.

Church Offertory If possible a Standing order is the preferred method of supporting the Church.
- Account-Our Lady &St Joseph RC Parish Alcester, Sort Code 40-43-54 Account 11068687
- Reference -your name
There is a Dona machine for donations by card, these can be Gift Aided as can all donations. There are
forms at the back of the Church and contact details pt.olasj.alcester@rcaob.org.uk
Collections for last Sunday September 6": 1 st Collection £172.00 2nd Collection £ 140.00

The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and Archdiocese’s policies and procedures at all times.
Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is David Sullivan. He can be contacted on sg.olasj.alcester@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively the Diocesan
Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240 or safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concerns.

Please send any messages for next week’s bulletin to Bruce Hanley by Wednesday evening bjh2025@yahoo.com
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Our Lady and St Joseph Catholic Church Use this code to donate by
Priory Road, Alcester. B49 5DY phone to Parish Collections

Calling all Knitters and Crocheters. Help us create a poppy display at the catholic church Coughton.
Donations to be dropped off at Coughton court by 9th October. if you would like to get involved please get
in touch via email, volunteers@coughtoncourt.co.uk for patterns and more information.

Morning Prayer There will be no Morning Prayer for the next fortnight. (Monday 14" Sept. to
Friday 25" Sept. inclusive.) Morning Prayer will resume Monday 28th September '26.

Walking Rosary There will be no Walking Rosary for the next fortnight (Friday 18th September no Mass,
Friday 25th September. Mass in the school.) Walking Rosary will resume Friday 2nd October '26.

CAFOD FAMILY FAST DAY The Harvest Family Fast Day this year will be on Friday 2nd October '26.
Envelopes for donations to CAFOD will be available in the church the weekend of 3rd and 4th Sept. '26.
CAFOD is focusing the donations received this October's Family Fast Day on the severe food and water
shortages, in northern Zimbabwe, caused by climate change.

For details of other ways of donating to CAFOD, other than by using the Harvest Family Fast Day
envelopes, please go to cafod@cafod.org.uk. Thank you for all that you do.

PARISH QUIZ NIGHT

The parish will be holding a fun Quiz Night on Friday 20th November '26. Venue will be the church hall.
Entry will be given to the first 10 teams to apply. Each team can be 4 - 6 people. Money raised will be for
the Parish Development Fund. Further details in the coming weeks, Contact Jim Nallen.

Prayer, A Reflection, And Coffee At Feckenham Weds. 16" Sept. Week 24 in Ordinary Time. St. John
Fisher & St. Thomas More Catholic Church, High Street, Feckenham. B96 6HS.10:00am — 10:45am
followed by tea / coffee / refreshments. Future dates and a possible move of location to Our Lady of Mount
Carmel RC Church, Redditch, to be announced soon.

Holy Face Devotion Featuring guest speaker Fr. Lawrence Carney at Birmingham Oratory. Friday 18™
September. Fr. Carney will be preaching after the 5.45pm Mass and leading Holy Face devotions, which
will be followed by refreshments and a Q&A session in the Lower Cloister Hall. A renowned international
expert on the Holy Face, Fr. Carney is coming over to England from America for a limited time to share his
knowledge.

Autumn Programme unveiled at Douai Abbey, Reading A variety of Workshops and Reflection Days
running from September 19" - December 12" .Starting with Reflections on the final section of Matthew’s
Gospel (chs 20-25) to be proclaimed on the last Sundays of the Church’s year. Saturday 19" September.

Churches across the Archdiocese to welcome Heritage Open Days visitors Several Catholic churches
across the Archdiocese of Birmingham will open their doors as part of Heritage Open Days, England’s
largest festival of history and culture, from 11" to 20'" September. Participating churches include: St Mary
Immaculate, Warwick; St Peter’s, Leamington Spa; Sacred Heart & St Catherine of Alexandria, Droitwich
Spa; St Mary’s, Brierley Hill; St Anne’s, Wappenbury; and St Mary’s Convent of Mercy, Birmingham.
Visitors can enjoy free tours, heritage displays and special events celebrating the rich history of these faith
communities.

Finance News 200 Club Chris Ryde and James Lloyd continue to organise our Parish 200 Club. £700
has arrived in our parish account. A big thank you to them for their years of work to support Parish Funds.

Stained glass windows We do not want the 200 Club money to just get lost into parish expenses, so it is
being earmarked towards the first of our Church restoration projects—the Stained-glass window repairs.
You may think nothing is happening but so much goes on behind the scenes. We have had 2 stained glass
restorers come and look at our windows but only one has given a written estimate. The diocese have given
me the names of 2 more firms to try. The 6 Hardman stain glass windows in the body of the church are in
good order. The two very good Belgium- stained glass windows in the choir loft need work. The lovely glass
over the altar has caused concern and discussion. That one must be taken out and repaired as it has
blown. The damage is clearly visible from the garden. The window over the altar was commissioned by
Father McGinley in 1888 to be put in the church which was being built. Every detail of the window and what
was required is there in beautiful copperplate writing. Our church has 9 windows of very good glass which
must be looked after and preserved. These discoveries have been fascinating. It is due to the state of the
glass that the Finance Committee after their annual site walk decided that the windows were to be our
priority. Teresa

The Parish Hall and Meeting Room are available for hire and bookings.
For enquiries email bookings.olasj.alcester@rcaob.org.uk
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