Our Lady and St Joseph Catholic Church
Priory Road, Alcester. B49 5DY

Parish priest: The Rt Reverend Geoffrey Scott, Abbot of Lindisfarne
Phone: 01789 762573

email: olasj.alcester@rcaob.org.uk
Website: www.catholicchurchalcester.org.uk
6th September 2026 Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Parish Mass Book page 125 08:30 Mass: Giloria: 9 Credo: 11 Sanctus: 16
10:30 Mass: Gloria: 208 Credo: 11 Sanctus: 213

Unless otherwise stated the second collection is for the Parish Development Fund (PDF)

Masses This week:
¢ Monday & Friday 10:00am (Morning Prayer at 9:30am)
e Saturday 12" Sept. NO MASS
e Sunday 08:30am and 10:30am

Feast Days and Saints’ Days: The Pope's Prayer Intention for September: For the care of
e Tue. Nativity of the water. Let us pray for a just and sustainable management of water,
Blessed Virgin Mary a vital resource, so that everyone may have equal access to it.

IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY Should there be a fire or other emergency please follow the
instructions from the Stewards. Leave using the nearest exit and assemble by the Fire Assembly point by
the fence next to the Priory Tuery.

Children’s Liturgy takes place this Sunday 6" September during 10:30am Mass.

Food Bank Collection today, 6" September. The items needed are: Tinned tomatoes
Rice pudding, Tea, Tinned vegetables, Tinned fruit. The weight last month was 117.2kg. Thank you all so
much for your continued generosity.

Toiletries for Teams 4U Christmas Shoeboxes. Please can | ask anyone going on holiday to gather the
small hotel toiletries for me, to put in the Christmas Shoeboxes? (I will put a box at the back of church for
us to fill) Thanks. Emma Walker

Church Offertory If possible a Standing order is the preferred method of supporting the Church.

- Account-Our Lady &St Joseph RC Parish Alcester, Sort Code 40-43-54 Account 11068687

- Reference -your name
There is a Dona machine for donations by card, these can be Gift Aided as can all donations. There are
forms at the back of the Church and contact details pt.olasj.alcester@rcaob.org.uk

Bishop’s Visit Sunday 23" August. Thank you very much to everyone who contributed, in so many ways,
to the Mass on Sunday 23". August for the Institution of Rites of Lector and Acolyte. The sacristan, the
altar servers, the choir, the reader, those who welcomed visitors at the door, last week's cleaning team, the
flower arrangers, and to those who stayed behind to re-order the altar and the sanctuary for the next day.
Thank you also to the helpful people who assisted with refreshments in the hall, and to those who remained
to tidy up afterwards. My sincere thanks to the well wishers, at both the 8:30am and the 10:30am Masses,
for your prayers, and kind messages of support. Itis all appreciated. May God continue to bless our parish
in all of God's wonderful ways. Nick Cosgriff.

Morning Prayer Every Monday and Friday at 9:30am before 10:00am Mass. (Unless Mass is cancelled).
An opportunity to experience Morning Prayer (Lauds), the Church’s Divine Office, by reciting the psalms,
listening to Scripture and singing the Benedictus in community with others. “... pray constantly, and for all
things give thanks to God.” 1.Thess.5:16.

Walking Rosary Every Friday morning at 10:45am after 10:00am Mass (Unless Mass is cancelled).
Starting from the Our Lady statute. A slow 20 minute meditative walk around the front grounds of the
church whilst reciting the rosary in company with others.

Prayer, A Reflection, And Coffee At Feckenham Weds. 16" Sept. Week 24 in Ordinary Time. St. John
Fisher & St. Thomas More Catholic Church, High Street, Feckenham. B96 6HS.10:00am — 10:45am
followed by tea / coffee / refreshments. Future dates and a possible move of location to Our Lady of Mount
Carmel RC Church, Redditch, to be announced soon.

The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and Archdiocese’s policies and procedures at all times.
Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is David Sullivan. He can be contacted on sg.olasj.alcester@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively the Diocesan
Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240 or safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concerns.

Please send any messages for next week’s bulletin to Bruce Hanley by Wednesday evening bjh2025@yahoo.com
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Our Lady and St Joseph Catholic Church Use this code to donate by
Priory Road, Alcester. B49 5DY phone to Parish Collections

Gardening Volunteers Needed — for a New Children’s Garden

In our next session, we will continue creating a Children’s Garden within the Presbytery Garden. To make
this possible, we are looking for 2—-3 younger volunteers (aged 16—60) to help with this part of the project.
Steven will provide tools for those supporting the Children’s Garden.

While this work takes place, our other volunteers will continue caring for the main Church Gardens.

Steven Cubitt is coordinating gardening activities for parishioners who help care for and maintain the
Church Gardens.

Our next gardening session will be held on Saturday September 12, from 11:00 to 12.30.

We warmly welcome new volunteers. You can contact Steven on 07726 961966 (text or WhatsApp
preferred) or by email at steven.cubitt@yahoo.co.uk.

No gardening experience is needed. Please bring your own tools if you have them; if not, Steven will be
happy to lend some on the day.

Can you help the parish for special events? From time to time do you have some free time to help the
parish? We are small parish and we do have several occasions when we need helpers. We are not just
talking about fund raising events which are most important with our plans for the Church renovation or the
Sunday Coffee Momings but for the numerous other occasions. We have just had a visit from Bishop
Evans and this week the Abbot Primate of the Order of St Benedict, worldwide Abbot Jeremias Schroder
OSB and now next Tuesday we have 20 Deanery priests for a meeting and lunch. If you can help us for
future occasions, please put your name and contact details in the box at the back of the Church. If you
have never been asked to help it is because we do not know that you are willing and able. Family and work
come first and then please your parish. Very many parishioners are on Parish rotas this would be an extra
group. These events do not occur regularly we may not be busy for ages but it would be great to have more
people willing and able to be contacted.

Annual Pilgrimage Mass at Harvington Hall TODAY! The annual Pilgrimage Mass at Harvington Hall,
Shrine of the English Martyrs, will take place TODAY Sunday 6™ September. This year's principal celebrant
will be His Excellency Archbishop Miguel Maury Buendia, Apostolic Nuncio to Great Britain, assisted by
Archbishop Bernard Longley, Archbishop of Birmingham.The day will include Confessions: 1.45pm to
2.30pm, Mass: 3pm. Free parking for all pilgrims. Free timed tours of Harvington Hall, which can be booked
on arrival at the Hall's courtyard. Visitors are asked to bring their own chairs and a packed lunch. All are
warmly invited to join this special diocesan pilgrimage and celebration of the witness of the English Martyrs
at this historic shrine.

Holy Face Devotion Featuring guest speaker Fr. Lawrence Carney at Birmingham Oratory. Friday 18™
September. Fr. Carney will be preaching after the 5.45pm Mass and leading Holy Face devotions, which
will be followed by refreshments and a Q&A session in the Lower Cloister Hall. A renowned international
expert on the Holy Face, Fr. Carney is coming over to England from America for a limited time to share his
knowledge.

Churches across the Archdiocese to welcome Heritage Open Days visitors Several Catholic churches
across the Archdiocese of Birmingham will open their doors as part of Heritage Open Days, England’s
largest festival of history and culture, from 11™ to 20" September. Participating churches include: St Mary
Immaculate, Warwick; St Peter’s, Leamington Spa; Sacred Heart & St Catherine of Alexandria, Droitwich
Spa; St Mary’s, Brierley Hill; St Anne’s, Wappenbury; and St Mary’s Convent of Mercy, Birmingham.
Visitors can enjoy free tours, heritage displays and special events celebrating the rich history of these faith
communities.

Autumn Programme unveiled at Douai Abbey, Reading A variety of Workshops and Reflection Days
running from September 19" - December 12™" .Starting with Reflections on the final section of Matthew’s
Gospel (chs 20-25) to be proclaimed on the last Sundays of the Church’s year. Saturday 19" September.

The Parish Hall and Meeting Room are available for hire and bookings.
For enquiries email bookings.olasj.alcester@rcaob.org.uk
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